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“I still consider myself an
Edgertonian,” Jessica Jeter
says, “with close ties to my
family, friends and community
there.”

Her heart is big enough to
maintain living links with the
people of Edgerton, though she
now lives in North Carolina,
where she serves as a pediatric
oncology nurse at the presti-
gious Duke University Hospital
in Durham.

But, then again, her heart is

even bigger than that. So big, in
fact, that it reaches to a small
remote rural village in Kenya,
where she’s established an or-
phanage for children who have
lost their parents, usually to
HIV/AIDS.

In 2007, when she first vis-
ited Kenya as a nursing student,
Jeter confronted the dire reality
of a Kenyan society in the grips
of the devastating HIV/AIDS
epidemic, which has ravaged
the country and left in its wake
countless orphans.

Sometimes referred to as the
“lost generation,” many of the

fathers and mothers who would
have been 40 to 50 years old
are now gone due to the epi-
demic, leaving behind children
who have as a last recourse
only their aged grandparents to
care for them. Sadly, as these
elders die from old age, the
children they cared for are left
homeless and without a
provider.

Jeter was immersed in this
plight on her first visit in 2007.
She also saw the government’s
inadequate response and the
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local community’s inability to
care for the overwhelming
number of needy children. 
She was further distressed

by the corruption that some-
times comes with sponsorships
of orphan children, which oc-
curred in the women and chil-
dren’s home she was
volunteering in during her first
visit. The owner had been
stealing all the money and se-
verely neglecting the chil-
dren’s basic needs. Since it
was a small home and there
were no other volunteers in-
volved, she knew if she didn’t
do something, there was a
good chance no one would
find out and the children would
continue to be neglected and
exploited.
When she returned home

after that first foray into
Kenya’s hinterland, her spirit
would not let her rest. She con-
tinued to work at Duke as a pe-
diatric oncology nurse and
made regular trips to Kenya to
implement her vision of estab-
lishing a Children’s Home that
provided a clean, safe and lov-
ing place where children could
be happy and find a bright fu-
ture.
“Our work is based on the

belief that a child who is
unloved suffers as much as the
child who has nothing to eat,”
says the 33-year old nurse and
global volunteer. 
In 2012, Jeter’s team estab-

lished an orphanage, the Jemo
House, under the non-profit
501(c)3 organization Too Little
Children (TLC) of which she
is the founder and director. The
organizational motto clarifies
the mission: “Too Little Chil-
dren – providing enough for
the child who has too little.” 
Starting a nonprofit organi-

zation and managing an or-
phanage soon became quite a
big job. Fortunately, she’s
found allies in her compassion-
ate venture.
Her twin sister, Emma

(Jeter) Stober, is her comrade-
in-arms, serving as a project
manager and helping with
fundraising tasks. TLC
presently has a staff of three in
the United States and a re-
gional director with three
house parents in Kenya.
In order to adequately serve

the social and cultural needs of
these children, they had to con-
front the political and social re-
alities of Kenya.
The Republic of Kenya,

which obtained its independ-
ence from Great Britain in De-
cember 1963, is home to 48
million people, in 47 tribes.
When Jeter was introduced to
Kenyan culture, she first
learned that its citizens identify
with their tribal communities
before their national identity,
especially in rural regions out-
side the capital city of Nairobi.
“Children in Kenya often

speak three languages –
Swahili and English, which are
both the official languages, as
well as their own tribal lan-
guage,” Jeter says. Besides
their mother tribal tongue,
children grow up learning the

more universal Swahili lan-
guage that linguistically con-
nects them with the larger
society. Some go on to learn
English during their school
years, if they are fortunate.
Jemo House is situated in

the village of Maseno and sits
on the border of several tribal
districts, the two main ones
being those housing the Luo
Tribe and the Luhya Tribe.
Rising above tribal biases, the
now-successful orphanage,
which cares for 11 children be-
tween the ages of 5 and 18, has
a non-discriminatory policy
and will take in an orphan from
any tribe.
“We have outgrown our

rental house, and it was time to
expand and set down perma-
nent roots,” she says. Conse-
quently, TLC is currently
engaged in a 2017 building
project, which is well under-
way and in its final fundraising
phases to build a sustainable
house with enough room for
22 children.
Jeter admits that buying

Kenyan land was a daunting
challenge, especially given the
need for tribal consent, gov-
ernment regulations and land-
title requirements.
TLC purchased 1.5 acres of

land in the Maseno area and is
presently building a 2,600
square foot home, at a planned
total cost of $55,000. Close to
$29,000 has already been
raised, but another $26,000 is
needed to complete the project.
“Our costs are relatively

low, this being a Third World
country,” Jeter states, “but this
is the first large sum of money
we’ve had to raise in a short
time. It was a leap of faith for
us, especially buying the land.
“Our long-term plan for ex-

pansion would involve build-
ing more relatively small
homes with house parents and
less than 25 children,” Jeter
declares. “We hope to be able
to serve more children while
keeping a family environment
and focusing on the individual
needs of each child. We also
plan to give our kids the option
of college or specialized train-
ing after high school, ulti-
mately preparing them to be
well-educated, compassionate,
well-rounded people who will
stay in Kenya, become good
citizens and contribute to the
Kenyan way of life.
“The walls to our new home

are about two feet tall now,”
she says. The short-term goal
of the team is to raise the re-
maining funds necessary to
complete the structure during
the dry season, before mon-
soon season begins.
Given the scarcity of re-

sources in Kenya, the ultimate
goal of LTC is to make Jemo
House self-sustaining. 
“Already a garden, or

‘shamba,’ has been planted on
the land and by the time we
move in, it should be booming
with maize beans, ground nuts,
cassava and a large variety of
vegetables,” Jemo says. “We
also have an orchard of ba-
nana, avocado and mango

trees. And we have a fish pond
we’ll stock with tilapia, which
will be an important source of
protein for their diet.
“Even our small family of

chickens will be relocated and
we’d like to raise enough to
sell. In the near future, after we
move in, we want to get a dairy
cow for milk, as well as rab-
bits. We’re also hoping to pro-
duce honey in the future,
selling it for income, too.
“There will be a big open

area in front of the house so the
kids can play football (soccer),
which is a favorite of theirs.”
Besides providing a living

space that is clean, comfort-
able, safe and secure, Jeter
says, “We want a house where
all the kids in the community
can come and play and be
safe.” She’s looking to make
the home a welcoming enclave
in the Maseno area.. 
“Michael, our contractor,

has built many clinics, schools
and facilities in the area, and
he is keeping to our construc-
tion schedule,” Jeter says. His
mother is the principal of the
school, which is right next
door. Such is the nature of
provincial life.
“By the time I get there in

June, Michael says our home
should be ready to move in,”
she says.
Jeter plans to be there for

the relocation and grand open-
ing. TLC’s project coordinator,
Catherine Shumaker, who is a
regular traveler to Jemo House
and a pediatric oncology nurse
in North Carolina, will be fol-
lowing a few months later. To-
gether with her sister, Emma
Stober, they are the power trio
that works to ensure the suc-
cess of TLC and sustainability
of Jemo House. 
Stober also serves as the co-

ordinator of the Pad Project,
which is an outreach program
begun and maintained by TLC. 
The pads are meant to de-

crease the practice of young
girls exchanging sex for men-
strual pads, which they reluc-
tantly do so that they can
remain in school. So important
is education to the future of
these young Kenyan girls, they
are willing to risk sexually
transmitted diseases and preg-
nancy for the chance to be-
come educated women, able to
find a way out of poverty and
its tragic consequences.
Stober is in charge of organ-

izing and running Pad work-
shops, coordinating sewing
groups around the country,
shipping pads to travelers, and
providing education and sup-
plies to volunteer groups. 
To implement the Pad Proj-

ect, TLC’s staff and volunteers
will mount a motorcycle with
a backpack filled with wash-
able and reusable pads that last
up to two years. Riding across
the countryside, they travel to
schools and offer a presenta-
tion to girls, covering basic bi-
ology, hygiene, HIV, and the
risks of trading sex for pads. 
These volunteers will show

the girls how the pads are to be
used, reaffirming the message
that each girl is “strong, intel-
ligent, and unique,” and ending
the session by having them
promise to take care of the
pads and themselves.
These innovative pads are

also distributed overseas. “Our
records for the Pad Project
show that the current number
of pads distributed around the
world is 11,416,” Jeter says.
“Our pads have gone to 10
countries: Kenya, Ethiopia,
Peru, Cambodia, Swaziland,
Haiti, Cameroon, India, Pak-
istan and the Philippines.”
Each girl is given two sets of
pads, which have become so
valued, Jeter avows, that many
mothers of these young girls
are requesting and getting
them, too.

Something Jeter has learned
relates to the central impor-
tance of serving as a role-
model, especially for the
young girls she comes into
contact with, many who ex-
press the wish to become a
nurse themselves.
“I learned the importance

and responsibility of being an
independent, confident, and
capable female role model,
and that’s what they want to
become,” the Duke pediatric
nurse confides. “At first, I felt
awkward because local leaders
wanted me to speak first at
gatherings or meetings. Then I
finally understood that they
wanted to present someone the
girls and kids in general might
want to emulate. That was
very humbling, but now I see
what’s at stake and have gotten
used to it.”
Though an invaluable intan-

gible asset, the sense of self-
confidence is only one among
many values TLC wishes to in-
still in the people they touch.
“In the end,” Jeter asserts, “we
want to balance a good educa-
tion with a trade or profession
they like, are good at, and
which develops the skills they
can use to earn a living.”
According to The Guardian,

in an article titled “Tackling
youth unemployment in Kenya
through public-private collabo-
ration,” published in March
2016, “Unemployment is a
major challenge that affects
youth across Kenya. Approxi-
mately 800,000 young
Kenyans enter the labor market
every year and youth unem-
ployment is estimated to be as
high as 35 percent, compared to
the overall national unemploy-
ment rate of 10 percent. Fur-

thermore, 80 percent of unem-
ployed Kenyans are below 35
years old.”
“One of the main reasons

we don’t want to run a large in-
stitution is so we can focus on
each child as a unique individ-
ual, giving each our care and
attention, seeing their strengths
and natural talents,” Jeter says.
“For instance, one of our 12-
year old boys is mechanically
inclined. He took apart a clock
and used its gears and battery,
along with a small light bulb
he found, to make a small light
that works!”
Focusing on each child is

the day-to-day work of the
house parents and the regional
director, Lynet Anyango.
House Mom Jacklyne Omoro
has been involved with TLC
since its inception and she
serves as one of the resident
caregivers who brings a wealth
of experience to her position.
The mother of two children,
she serves as surrogate mother
to the other children, a group
that will immediately expand
to 14 once the new facility is
erected.
Leveraging local talent is as

essential as getting the right re-
sources to continue the mission
of TLC. While resident adults
tend to the immediate needs
and ongoing development of
each Jemo child, the board of
directors works to ensure the
stability and continuity of the
operation.
Jeter serves as the board

chair. The other directors are
Emma Stober, both their par-
ents, Stephen and Angela Jeter,
as well as James Stober –
Emma’s husband who serves
as a military doctor in Japan –
and a physician, Dr. Raymond

Barfield, who spent last July at
the house helping out. 
In fact, the entire Jeter fam-

ily, including both younger sis-
ters Sarah and Natalie, who
graduated from Edgerton High
School in recent years, are in-
volved in TLC and have vis-
ited during the last two years.
Other Edgerton residents, such
as Elizabeth Fjelstad, a nurse
who went to high school with
Jessica and Emma, have vis-
ited Jemo House or assist the
mission in some other way,
making for an Edgerton-
Maseno connection.
Angela Jeter is instrumental

in planning and fundraising for
TLC; Stephen, who has been
over to Kenya twice, is the ad-
visor and implementer of the
future honey bee project, since
he himself is a beekeeper in
Edgerton. 
They are all absorbed at this

moment in helping raise the
necessary funds to complete
the 2017 building project.
Their desire is to not only
serve the kids they have al-
ready rescued but “many more
children for years to come.”
Anyone wishing to help the

cause can donate by PayPal at
the TLC website, toolittlechil-
dren.org/2017-building-pro-
ject, or by mailing a check
made out to Too Little Chil-
dren at 1513 Valley Run,
Durham, NC 27707.
As for Jessie Jeter, she

counts herself very fortunate:
“I love being a nurse and I love
serving the children of Kenya.
How lucky I am to be able to
do the two things I love.”

Editor’s note: More photos
pertaining to this article can
be seen on page 16 of this
week’s Reporter.
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Zedekia is one of the fortunate few who was rescued and
is now doing very well in school and has no trouble keep-
ing up with the other children.   

Photo courtesy of TLC

House mom Omoro (far left) ensures that happy smiles abound at Jemo House.   
Photo courtesy of TLC

Jemo House under construction in the village of Maseno, Kenya.   
Photo courtesy of TLC

In a contested race for Branch 12 Circuit
Court judge, Jill J. Karofsky won with 58 per-
cent of the vote, to Marilyn Townsend’s 42 per-
cent.
In judicial elections, incumbent Annette

Ziegler was re-elected to the Supreme Court, and
Michael R. Fitzpatrick was elected to District 4
Court of Appeals judge, in uncontested races.
Richard Niess was elected unopposed to to

the Branch 9 Circuit Court, and John Wood was
re-elected Branch 6 Circuit Court judge, both un-
opposed.
In Rock County, 17,545 voters cast ballots, or

14.5 percent of registered voters in the county.
In Dane County, 99,956 residents cast votes,

or 25.6 percent of registered voters.
All election results are unofficial, as reported

by the clerks of Rock and Dane Counties.

ELECTION RESULTS Continued from page 1
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A Class participants in the Pad Project. B Jessica Jeter holding a class on the PAD project.
C Children who found a home at Jemo House.   D Residents of Jemo House.   E  House moms Judy and
Jacky with one of the girls from Jemo House.  F Girls jumping rope at Jemo House.  Courtesy of TLC
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